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WHAT IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?  
 
Domestic violence is a pattern of violent and coercive behavior used by one partner in a 
relationship to control another; it affects all communities, regardless of socioeconomic status, 
race, or religion.  Domestic violence takes multiple forms, including physical, emotional and 
sexual abuse, financial control and social isolation.  It is a problem that impacts the safety and 
well-being of individuals, families, and communities throughout Southern Nevada.  
 
WHO IS AT RISK? 

 
• The vast majority of domestic violence victims are women.  According to the most recent 

statistics from U.S. Department of Justice, women make up 85 percent of domestic 
violence victims.1 

 
• Nearly one-third of American women, or 31 percent, report being physically or sexually 

abused by a husband or boyfriend at some point in their lives.2 
 

• Pregnant and recently pregnant women are at high risk for domestic violence, each year, 
about 324,000 pregnant women in the U.S. are battered by the men in their lives.3 

 
• Women age 16 to 24 experience the highest rates of domestic violence.4  

 
• Studies suggest that between 3.3 and 10 million children witness some form of domestic 

violence annually.5 
 

• Approximately one in five female high school students reports being physically and/or 
sexually abused by a dating partner.6 

 
HOW COMMON IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN MY COMMUNITY?  
 

• In 2004, more than 40,000 Nevada women sought and received domestic violence 
services.7 

 
• Safe Nest, a domestic violence agency based in Las Vegas, received nearly 30,000 

domestic violence crisis calls in 2004.8 
 

• The Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department handled more than 20,000 reports of 
domestic violence in 2004.9 
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• Nevada ranks second in the nation in the rate of women killed by men; the vast majority 
of women killed are murdered by their intimate partners.  In 2003, 29 Nevada women 
were murdered by men, 27 of those women (or 96 percent) knew their attacker; of those, 
20 women (74 percent) were current or former intimate partners of their attacker.10 

 
• Of the 29 Nevada women killed in 2003, 17 (or 59 percent) were shot and killed with 

guns.  Of these, 13 victims (or 76 percent) were shot with a handgun. 
 
WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES?  

 
• On average, more than three women are murdered by their husbands or boyfriends in this 

country every day.11 
 
• About half of all female victims of domestic violence report an injury of some type, and 

about 20 percent of them seek medical assistance.12 
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